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FROM:    Katie Tackett, Coordinator 988-0191  k_tackett@bresnan.net 
RE:          June 9th , 2009 Full Meeting Minutes 
      August 11th, 2009 7:30 p.m. Upcoming meeting 
 
June 9th, 2009 Meeting  
Present:  Carl Malesich, Russ Kipp, John Osborne, Steve Carl, Justin Devers, 
Mary Smith, Tom Smith, Bill Montgomery, Enda Montgomery, Mike Bias, Shaun 
Jeszenka, Rob VanDeren, Tim Tollett, Steve Armiger, Kelly Rowe, Harris Wheat, 
Bruce Rehwinkel, Katie Tackett 
 
 
The meeting on June 9th, 2009 was the fifth meeting for the Beaverhead 
Watershed Environmental Health Program, a process driven by the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) agreement between the Bureau of 
Reclamation (Reclamation) and Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks (FWP).  Bruce 
Rehwinkel  (Montana Trout Unlimited) gave a brief overview of a project Trout 
Unlimited was involved with on the Jefferson River and Dick Oswald (Montana 
Fish Wildlife and Parks) gave a presentation on the recent sediment spill from 
Clark Canyon Creek into the Beaverhead River.  A discussion session followed 
with all the participants.   
 
During Bruce Rehwinkel’s overview, he discussed an engineering study that was 
done to investigate and determine alternative approaches to increase the flow in 
the Jefferson River during periods of drought.  The project was primarily funded 
through an NRCS grant.  Bruce wanted to present this to the Beaverhead 
Environmental Health Program participants as an example of a successful water 
management project.  If you would like a copy of the Upper Jefferson River 
irrigation engineering study contact Kate Tackett at 988-0191.   
 
Dick Oswald led a discussion on the recent Clark Canon Creek sediment spill 
into the Beaverhead River.  He compared the sediment spill that took place the 
week of April 20th, 2009 to the sediment spill that took place in 2005.  After the 
2005 sediment dump there were recorded lower brown trout populations in 2006.  
The 2009 dump not only presented a hit to the fishery but also caused a human 
hazard for wading in the river.  Dick suggested that the erosion event was a 
natural event due to the erosive nature of the landscape of Clark Canyon Creek, 
however the 35 cfs flow level in the Beaverhead River at the time of the event 
was not natural.  Dick offered two suggestions of what to do about the sediment 
dumps in the future 1) match the outflows to the inflows during the runoff event or 
2) have Reclamation do study on the flows required to manage flows to move the 
sediment.  A copy of Dick’s presentation can be found at 
www.beaverheadwatershed.org, under the Environmental Health Program. 
 
 
 



Group Discussion 
The discussion at this meeting was focused on Dick’s presentation and how to 
move forward with the information that was presented.  Stephanie Hellekson 
from Reclamation discussed the study that could be done by Reclamation.  The 
study would cost ~$15,000 and would look at the flow required to move the Clark 
Canyon Creek sediment within the Beaverhead River when another runoff event 
occurs.  The group wanted to do the study if sufficient funding were available, 
BWC funds for the study will be discussed at the next BWC meeting in July.  
There was also discussion on ways to possibly reduce sediment from the source. 
 
The group then discussed the opportunity to get the lower Westside of the 
Beaverhead River on the Ground Water Investigation Program list of priority 
ground water study area. The BWC will write a letter of support.  
 
The next meeting will be Tuesday, August 11th at the Search and Rescue 
Building in Dillon.  The meeting will start at 7:30 pm.  If you have a topic you 
would be interested in hearing about please contact Katie Tackett.   
 

 


