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April 6th, 2009 Meeting  
Present:  Russ Kipp, Bill Tash, Walt Morris, John Metesh, Dick Oswald, Terry 
Eccles, Banning Starr, Dean Yashan, Bruce Rehwinkel, Ray Gross, Bruce 
Farling, Dennis Miotke, Justin Devers, William A. Hritsco, Tom Smith, Mike 
McLane, Carl Malesich, John Osborne, Tim Tollett, Jim Forseth, Stephanie 
Hellekson, Mike Bias, Kelly Rowe, Katie Tackett, Ginette Abdo 
 
The meeting on April 6th, 2009 was the fourth meeting for the Beaverhead 
Watershed Environmental Health Program, a process driven by the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) agreement between the Bureau of 
Reclamation (Reclamation) and Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks (FWP).  A brief 
overview of the MOU agreement was give by Mike McLane of FWP followed by a 
presentation on groundwater by Ginette Abdo and John Metesh (Montana 
Bureau of Mines and Geology).  Following Ginette and John’s presentation Dick 
Oswald (Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks) gave a brief history of flow releases 
from Clark Canyon Reservoir.  A discussion session followed with all the 
participants.   
 
Ginette and John presented a hydrogeological characterization of the Lower 
Beaverhead River Valley.  Long-term ground-water hydrographs, stream flow, 
water chemistry, and stream depletion evaluations were presented.  Ginette gave 
an overview on the geology and the basins characteristics.  She then explained 
the groundwater monitoring network and showed short and long term in 
hydrographs related to variables such as climate and irrigation. A general 
overview on the surface water and groundwater chemistry was presented and 
was used to illustrate the connection between surface water and the shallow 
alluvial aquifer. The results of several 72-hour aquifer tests were also presented. 
John explained the concept of closed basins and discussed the effects of 
irrigation wells on stream depletion as part of a computer modeling to simulate 
the hydrogeology  The Montana Bureau of Mines and Geologys’ final report is 
due out this summer, a copy of their presentations can be found at our website, 
www.beaverheadwatershed.org.   
 
Dick Oswald from Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks discussed minimum river 
flows and historic releases from Clark Canyon Reservoir.  He presented 
information on average winter flows (October to March) for the Beaverhead 
River.   
 
Group Discussion 
At the previous meetings the group was asked to prioritize 10 items that they felt 
needed to be addressed to improve the environmental health of the Beaverhead 



River.  The results of the ranking will further determine how the group proceeds 
with investigating and initiating projects.  The top five results from that meeting in 
order are as follows: 
 

1. Water Use Efficiency (improved irrigation delivery and use)  
2. Ground Water Storage  
3. Winter Flows  
4. Benefits of irrigation deep percolation  
5. Sediment  

 
During the last meeting the first four items were discussed to get a better 
understanding of groups meaning of each item.  At this meeting we touched on 
the subject of sediment.  There was also discussion on future topics and projects.   
 
The next meeting will be Tuesday, June 9th at the Search and Rescue Building 
in Dillon.  The meeting will start at 6:30 pm.  If you have a topic you would be 
interested in hearing about please contact Katie Tackett.   
 

 


