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August 11th, 2009 Meeting  
Present:  Carl Malesich, Jim Forseth, Russ Kipp, Dick Oswald, Mary Smith, Tom 
Smith, Dennis Miotke, Tim Tollett, Terry Eccles, Sarah Rupp, Bill Tash, Steve 
Cottom, Banning Starr, Mike McLane, John Dillon, Katie Tackett  
 
The meeting on June 9th, 2009 was the sixth meeting for the Beaverhead 
Watershed Environmental Health Program, a process driven by the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) agreement between the Bureau of 
Reclamation (Reclamation) and Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks (FWP).  Dennis 
Miotke, East Bench Irrigation, gave an update on current water usage and the 
outlook for the fall/winter releases; Jim Forseth, Bureau of Reclamation, gave an 
overview of House Bill 52; and Dick Oswald (Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks) 
gave an update on the sediment spill from Clark Canyon Creek into the 
Beaverhead River.  A discussion session followed with all the participants.   
 
Dennis Miotke reported that the Joint Board met on August 4th to evaluate 
storage and the amount time left in the season. At that meeting tentative 
fall/winter releases were discussed.  During the shoulder season (September 10 
to October 15th) releases will be approximately 300 cfs.  During winter releases 
will be approximately 100 cfs depending on the storage at the end of the season.  
The Joint Board will meet again in September to evaluate releases for the winter.  
A copy of the progress report for Clark Canyon Reservoir as of August 11, 2009 
can be found at the BWC website www.beaverheadwatershed.org.       
 
Jim Forseth gave an overview of House Bill 52 and the ranking of the projects.  
House Bill 52 was drafted by the Water Interim Committee (WPIC) in response to 
the competition for water resources and the lack of detailed information on 
ground water/surface water interaction.  There were 37 project areas that were 
ranked for the Ground Water Investigation Program (GWIP) and the Lower 
Beaverhead Westside ranked fifth.  The GWIP made the decision to fund 
possibly five projects this year; currently 3 have been started by Montana Bureau 
of Mines and Geology.  More information of the House Bill 52 and the GWIP can 
be found at http://www.mbmg.mtech.edu/gwip/gwip.asp.   
 
Dick Oswald led a discussion in April on the Clark Canon Creek sediment spill 
into the Beaverhead River.  At the August meeting he gave an update on the 
Clark Canyon Creek drainage and discussed the movement of the sediment in 
the river system.   
 
 
 



Group Discussion 
The discussion at this meeting was focused the sediment study by Reclamation.  
Many questions were asked about the final product and how it could be used on 
the Beaverhead system.  The conclusion was made to have Reclamation give 
examples of how the study has been used in other locations and how they 
foresee it working on the Beaverhead. 
 
The next meeting will be Tuesday, October 13, 2009 at the Search and Rescue 
Building in Dillon.  The meeting will start at 7:30 p.m.  If you have a topic you 
would be interested in hearing about please contact Katie Tackett.   
 

 


