
TO:          Beaverhead Watershed Environmental Health Program Participants 
and interested parties 
FROM:    Katie Tackett, Coordinator 988-0191 
       k_tackett@bresnan.net 
RE:          December 9, 2008 Full Meeting Minutes 
      February 10, 2008 6 p.m. Upcoming meeting 
 
December 9, 2008 Meeting  
Present:  Bruce Rehwinkel, Russ Kipp, Stephanie Hellekson, Dennis Miotke, 
Larry Laknar, Allen Martinell, Kyle Hardin, Tim Felchle, Steve Cottom, Mike 
McLane, Dick Oswald, Dean Yashan, Terry Eccles, Carl Malesich, Katie Tackett 
 
The meeting on December 9, 2008 was the second meeting for the Beaverhead 
Watershed Environmental Health Program, a process driven by the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) agreement between the Bureau of 
Reclamation (Reclamation) and Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks (FWP).  A brief 
overview of the MOU agreement was give by Mike McLane of FWP followed by a 
presentation by Tim Felchle (Reclamation) on the tools used for operation and 
the water supply outlook of Clark Canyon Reservoir.  A discussion session 
followed with all the participants.   
 
In the presentation given by Reclamation, Tim Felchle explained: 

• Tools used for operations 
o Streamflow Information 
o Snowpack Information 
o Precipitation and Temperature 

• 2008 Water Year Summary 
• 2009 Current Conditions and Forecast 
• 2000-2008 Inflow Comparison 

 
Tim showed how the streamflow information was gathered through Hydromet 
stations.  The gages measure water levels and transmit the data using satellite 
telemetry.  There are two websites that give data on the various Hydromet 
stations, www.usbr.gov/gp/hydromet/ and 
www.waterdata.usgs.gov/mt/nwis/current?type=flow . Snowpack information is 
measured by SNOTEL sites.  The snow level is measured and transmits the data 
to a master station using meteor burst technology.  SNOTEL information and 
date is on the Montana NRCS website www.mt.nrcs.gov/snow .  A U.S. Drought 
monitor map can be found at http://drought.unl.edu/dm , these maps are looked 
at for precipitation and temperature.  All of these tools are used to forecast and 
manage the water supply at Clark Canyon.   
 
2008 Water Year Summary: 

• Lima WY Total Inflow = 109 kaf (119% of Avg) 
• Lima WY Total Release = 100 kaf (108% of Avg) 
• Clark Canyon WY Total Inflow = 143 kaf (57% of Avg) 



• Clark Canyon WY Total Release = 141 kaf (56% of Avg) 
The last time Clark Canyon was considered full was in 2000.  Since that time the 
lowest four peak storages have been during this decade and all seven years are 
in the lowest ten since construction of the reservoir.   
Current Conditions: 

• Lima – 92% of average, 36% Full 
• Clark Canyon – 66% of average, 50% Full 

Water Supply Outlook: 
• Near normal snowpack 
• Runoff hydrograph very important 
• Spring and Summer rains are key 
• See what Mother Nature provides! 

If you would like to view the slides of Tim’s presentation they have been posted 
at www.beaverheadwatershed.org . 
 
Group Discussion 
 
At the first meeting the group was asked to provide input to a questionnaire (refer 
to the first meeting summary) on what topics need to be addressed to improve 
the environmental health of the Beaverhead River.  All of the participant’s 
comments and suggestions where complied and summarized into a list of 10 
categorizes, which are: 
 
Water Quantity:  Winter flows (increased winter flows) 

Drought Management Plan 
Water use efficiency (improved irrigation delivery and use)  

   Flushing Flows 
Weed Control: Land and aquatic 
Water Quality: Algae, moss 
   Fertilizer application rates 
   Sediment 
Ground Water: Storage 
   Benefits of irrigation deep percolation (return flows) 
 
During the group discussion each participant was asked to rank the above 10 
items as to which they thought was the highest priority.   
The top five results in order are as follows:   

 
1. Water Use Efficiency (improved irrigation delivery and use)  
2. Ground Water Storage  
3. Winter Flows  
4. Benefits of irrigation deep percolation  
5. Sediment  

 
If you were not in attendance at the meeting and wish to add your ranked 
priorities to the tabulated results, please rank the above 10 items in order from 1 



being your top priority and 10 being your last priority, and return to Katie Tackett 
as soon as possible.   
 
The results of ranking will further determine how the group proceeds in 
investigating and initiating projects for enhancing the Beaverhead River.   
 
The next meeting will be Tuesday, February 10th at the Search and Rescue 
Building in Dillon.  A potluck dinner will start at 6 pm (please bring a salad or 
dessert) with the meeting to follow at 6:30 pm.  We will be discussing topics for 
the meeting at the next Beaverhead Watershed Committee meeting on January 
13th.  If you have a topic you would be interested in hearing about please contact 
Katie Tackett.   
 

 


