
TO:          Beaverhead Watershed Environmental Health Program Participants 
and interested parties 
FROM:    Katie Tackett, Coordinator 988-0191  k_tackett@bresnan.net 
RE:          February 10th, 2009 Full Meeting Minutes 
      April 6th, 2008 6:30 p.m. Upcoming meeting 
 
February 10th, 2009 Meeting  
Present:  Dean Yashan, Bryan Gartland, Mike McLane, Rick Hartz, Terry Eccles, 
Dick Oswald, Art Mangels, Russ Kipp, John Dillon, Ed Jones, Diana Jones, 
Barbara Bauerle, Ginette Abdo, Tim Tollett, Teresa Tollett, Rob VanDeren, Jon 
Hoerneing, Larry Laknar, Brent Esplin, Jim Forseth, Stephanie Hellekson, Jeff 
Baumberger, Dennis Miotke, Sharon Wheat, Harris Wheat, Matt Bryn, Justin 
Hartman, Katie Tackett, Carl Malesich 
 
The meeting on February 10th, 2009 was the third meeting for the Beaverhead 
Watershed Environmental Health Program, a process driven by the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) agreement between the Bureau of 
Reclamation (Reclamation) and Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks (FWP).  A brief 
overview of the MOU agreement was give by Mike McLane of FWP followed by a 
presentation by Dick Oswald (Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks) titled “A 
Statistical Analysis of the Cumulative Effect of Sub-Minimum Overwinter Flow 
Releases from Clark Canyon Dam on the Brown Trout Populations of the Upper 
Beaverhead River.”  Following Dick’s presentation, Brent Esplin (Bureau of 
Reclamation) gave a presentation about how the allotments for the East Bench 
Unit are determined.  A discussion session followed with all the participants.   
 
During Dick Oswald’s presentation a number of graphs statistically showed the 
relationship between low winter flows to the declining trend in the Brown Trout 
population. The Beaverhead River has had nine consecutive years of less than 
desirable flow rates.  The Brown Trout spawn in the fall and rely on the winter 
flows whereas the Rainbow Trout spawn in the spring.  The Rainbow population 
is normal due to spring runoff and sufficient flows, whereas the Brown Trout are 
experience inadequate flows throughout the winter.  In order to maintain and/or 
increase the existing Brown Trout population, thinning of the fish or increasing 
winter flows need to occur in the Beaverhead River.  A report from Dick with 
these statistical correlations will be available later this spring.   
 
Brent Esplin presentation explained how the allotments were made for the East 
Bench Unit.  The process to establish the allotments is outlined in the 2006 
repayment contracts.  The project works is constructed to furnish East Bench 
with a full water supply and Clark Canyon Water Supply Company with a 
supplemental water supply.  A Joint Board is established by East Bench and 
Clark Canyon Water Supply Company and is comprised of an equal number of 
representatives.  Some of the duties of the Joint Board include: 
 

• Water allocation and distribution in accordance with applicable terms of all 
contracts 



• Determine water available for spring and fall shoulder seasons, including 
effective dates 

• Determine when to invoke the Drought Management Plan (DMP) 
• Determine regular season allotments 
• Determine water available for East Bench to bank during years when the 

DMP is in effect 
• Determine winter releases from the Reservoir 
 

The Joint Board establishes allotments based on the monthly operation plans 
compiled by Reclamation.  The board sets tentative allotments by the March 10th 
each year and finalizes the allotments by April 10th.   To view the slides 
presented in Brent’s presentation visit www.bearverheadwatershed.org. 
 
Group Discussion 
At the previous meeting the group was asked to prioritize 10 items that they felt 
needed to be addressed to improve the environmental health of the Beaverhead 
River.  The results of the ranking will further determine how the group proceeds 
with investigating and initiating projects.  The top five results from that meeting in 
order are as follows: 
 

1. Water Use Efficiency (improved irrigation delivery and use)  
2. Ground Water Storage  
3. Winter Flows  
4. Benefits of irrigation deep percolation  
5. Sediment  

 
During the meeting the first four items were discussed to get a better 
understanding of groups meaning of each item.  It was found that many of the 
items are intertwined.  It was discussed that more information is needed about 
the relationship between improving irrigation water efficiency and ground water 
storage.   
 
The next meeting will be Monday, April 6th at the Search and Rescue Building in 
Dillon.  The meeting will start at 6:30 pm.  If you have a topic you would be 
interested in hearing about please contact Katie Tackett.   
 

 


