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September 23, 2008 Meeting  
Present:  Bruce Rich, Bruce Rehwinkel, Russ Kipp, Stephanie Helleskson, Brent 
Esplin, Greg Johnson, Jeff Baumberger, Harris Wheat, Doug Lasich, Sharon 
Lasich, Steve Carl, Kerri Strasheim, Terry Eccles, Allen Martinell, Mark Kelley, 
Dean Yashan, Tom Smith, Mary Smith, Robin Cunningham, Mark Tilstra, Maren 
Olsen, Art Christensen, Bill Tash, Andy Johnson, Jim Carpita, Jerry Kustich, 
Dennis Miotke, Art Mangels, Tony Schoonen, Mary Schoonen, Steve Cottom, 
Chris Hunter, Dick Oswald, Mike McLane, Carl Malesich, Katie Tackett, Rob 
VanDeren 
 
The meeting on September 23, 2008 was the initial meeting for the Beaverhead 
Watershed Environmental Health Program, a process driven by the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) agreement between the Bureau of 
Reclamation (Reclamation) and Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks (FWP).  At the 
first meeting a brief overview of the creation of the MOU was given by 
Reclamation, FWP, and the Beaverhead Watershed Committee (BWC) and a 
discussion session followed with the all of the participants.  
 
In the overview of the creation of the MOU Jeff Baumberger (Reclamation) and 
Chris Hunter (FWP) discussed the involvement of their respective agency 
involvement.  Both of the agencies reiterated the Background Information sheet 
that was sent in the initial invitation mailing for the meeting (attached).  Katie 
Tackett (BWC) spoke on the reason the committee got involved.  The key to the 
BWC involvement is the mission statement of the committee which reads:  The 
mission of the Beaverhead Watershed Committee is to seek an understanding of 
the watershed – how it functions and supports the human communities 
dependent upon it – and to build agreement on watershed-related planning 
issues among stakeholders with diverse viewpoints.  Since the BWC was already 
an established organization in the watershed with similar goals as the MOU both 
Reclamation and FWP agreed the committee would be the most effective to 
facilitate and lead the process.   
 
During the group discussion each individual at the meeting was given three 
questions to review and provide ideas to the group.  The three questions were: 

1. What are your ideas for improving the environmental health of the 
Beaverhead Watershed? 

2. What are your hopes/expectations with this process? 
3. What are your fears or concerns? 

A summary of the answers given is attached. 



 
At the end of the meeting there was discussion about participation and group 
involvement.  A show of hands from participants showed a split on future 
meetings being educational or working meetings.   
 
The next meeting will be held at 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, December 9 at the Search 
and Rescue Building in Dillon.  A Beaverhead Watershed Committee meeting will 
take place prior to the meeting at 5:15 p.m. 
 

 


