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RE:          February 9th, 2010 Full Meeting Minutes 
     March 9th, 2010 6 p.m. Upcoming meeting 
 
February 9th, 2010 Meeting  
Present:  Harris Wheat, Tim Egan, Dick Oswald, Glen Shaw, Ken Brunkhorst, Tom Rice, Jerry 
Meine, Dean Yashan, Jim Forseth, Ginette Abdo, Dave Delisi, Carl Malesich, Russ Kipp, Kyle 
Tackett, Terry Eccles, Katie Tackett 
 
This meeting was a combined meeting of the Beaverhead Watershed Committee and the 
Beaverhead Environmental Health Program.  The keynote speaker was Kyle Tackett, District 
Conservationist for the Natural Resources Conservation Service in Dillon.   
 
Kyle’s presentation was on irrigation efficiency projects and the various locations where 
efficiencies can potentially be improved.  The following three different locations were presented 
with the estimated irrigation efficiency and considerations when looking at potential projects: 

1. On Farm System 
a. Pivot – 80% 
b. Wheeline/Handline – 70% 
c. Flood – 50-60% 
d. Considerations:  Benefit not as great if still flooding corners or if water saved is 

put on new acres 
2. Field Delivery System 

a. Example: Lateral from Canyon Ditch to pump site at place of use. 
i. Depending on soil type, potential for 30% loss during delivery. 
ii. Recent project by NRCS:  ~1 mile of pipe installed to close up open 

delivery ditch for 2 landowners.  Based on soil types, an estimated 30% 
was being lost.  

iii. Considerations: Project eliminated ditch loss; however, will the savings 
be left in river?   

1. 2000 gpm put in ditch to deliver needed 1400 gpm. 
2. With pipe only 1400 needed, 600 gpm saved 
3. 600 gpm = 1.3 cfs.  What is the ability at point of diversion on 

river to not send 1.3 cfs down canal? 
4. Cumulatively it could add up with more projects. 

iv. Considerations: Affect of loss of seepage on groundwater and return 
flow? 

1. Are we stealing from Peter to pay Paul? 
3. Canal System 

a. Lining big canals like East Bench, Canyon, and West Side 
b. Considerations:  

i. How will the loss of seepage influence groundwater table and return 
flows to river?  Water levels in spring creeks/sloughs? 

Discussion followed on the risk vs. benefit to improving irrigation efficiencies and that a system 
would need analyzed to weigh the options.  Also discussed was looking at the irrigation structures 
directly on the Beaverhead and seeing if there was a potential to eliminate an irrigation delivery 
system and providing a more efficient way to supply water.  This topic will be further investigated 
and discussed at the next meeting.   
 
Beaverhead Environmental Health Program 

• There was a discussion on the format change for the Environmental Health Program 
meetings.  The meetings will now be in conjunction with the BWC meetings.  The two 
meetings and projects were starting to overlap and to eliminate confusion combined 
meetings will take place.  Subcommittees may be formed as the group starts to work on 
specific projects.   



• The sediment study by Reclamation is underway.  Currently Reclamation is in the 
process of inputting information into the model, such as, cross sectional data, sediment 
data, Barrett’s diversion elevation, and flows.  The study is expected to be completed in 
the next couple of months.  

• Dick Oswald, resenting the George Grant Trout Unlimited and Skyline Sportsmen of 
Butte, has completed a draft report on winter flow recommendations for the Beaverhead 
River tailwater reach.  The report was discussed at the meeting and a copy of the report 
is posted on the BWC website, www.beaverheadwatershed.org . 

• Other discussion:  The MFWP expects a new Fisheries Biologist to be hired by the 
beginning of March. 

 
Grant and Project Updates: 

• New projects are being looked at to expend the remaining DNRC Renewable Resource 
Grant.  The group is in need of a project to provide cold-water fish habitat in the Lower 
Beaverhead, anyone with a potential project is encouraged to present it to the committee.   

• DEQ Section 319 Grant for TMDL Update:  Money has been taken out of this grant due 
to DEQ budgeting and deadlines.  Work on the TMDL is now scheduled for completion in 
2012. 

• A DNRC grant was funded to do a technical/engineering study on Poindexter Slough.  
The BWC has selected Confluence Consulting to complete the preliminary technical 
report.  An on site visit was held with Confluence, Landowners, BWC members, TU 
representative, and MFWP.  A draft technical report will be presented at the March BWC 
meeting.   

• DNRC HB 223 Grant Application- An application to assist completion of a solar well and 
stockwater system on Trout Creek has been approved by the Ruby Valley Conservation 
District.  The grant deadline is February 15, 2010.   

 
Other Business 

 The 2009 Work Plan was reviewed and a list of projects mentioned in 2009 was 
presented.  The Work Plan was updated to reflect the project additions and changes for 
2010.  A copy of the 2010 Work Plan can be found at the www.beaverheadwatershed.org 
.  The list of new projects for 2010 is as follows: 

• Lower Stone Creek – Fish habitat improvement, cold water spawning 
• Poindexter Slough - Sediment reduction/fish habitat improvement 
• Clark Canyon Creek – Runoff sediment reduction into Beaverhead 
• Anderson Lane Nitrate sampling- Assist the Beaverhead County with funding a 

Nitrate sampling project to determine the source of high nitrates in the Anderson 
Lane area drinking water.   

• Flood to pivot- reduce runoff and sediment in stream (Madison County) 
• Carter Creek – new stream channel  
• Offsite water development on Trout Creek 
• Lower Beaverhead River – Restoration and grazing management 

 The BWC continues to seek good improvement projects both on and off-stream across 
the watershed.   

 The next BWC/Environmental Health Program meeting will be held Tuesday, March 
9th, 2009 at 6 p.m., at the Search and Rescue Building in Dillon.   
 
As always the public is invited. 


